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Going ... Going ... Gone!, ,...s.s

Going...going...gone! That's a phrase aue-
tioneer Gary Criswell has spoken countless
fimes in the past 35 yvears. Bul our college
pradusies going cul of state has Craswell con-
ceried, Criswell states that the majority of our
college graduates leave the state within five
vears of graduatimg college, and that is a prob-
lem. “We are losing some of oar best and
Brightess™ =aid Criswell, “They don'’t feave
e state becanse they don twani o lve ere,,
They leave beeause they are looking for jobs,
senmetleing thar s in shor? supply in (Ela-
frora, " Criswell wants to do something aboui
the problem.

There are two issues that impede buziness
in Oklakoma that comtributes 1o the problem
of gquality employmeni. One = workers com-
pensation and the other is lowswt reform, “We
weed fo farther reform onr workers compen-
safion program i Dlakoma, We are one
o ol by sitades fne the couniry ol 580l wse

the courts fo seitle workers comp claims,
That redices the paynsend G injired works
ors o iMcrenses preminies o srgployers.

Criswell suggests Oklahoma use an admin-
istrstive board like 43 olher stales do. “We
frave been somewlal cvasive aboud this is-
sue for pears and i Gwe this sifvation is
taker care of. "™

Another 1ssue that Criswell 15 passionale
bt 15 Chclahsoma's agrings infrsstrociure. “He
ol sprewed alberrd 4% of our state budpget on
transporiation - deal’s roads, bridges and ad-
mimistration. ™ Crswell says, “Wiren (Mkla-
Trema feas tre higlhess percentage of deficient
bridges in the conmtry - 27% - and rank #6
i the U8, for perar roads, we need to stard
payirg Meore afferien fo s critfcal area”

Crisweell, who is retired From Halliburon
and runs a successful real estate and auction
business in Duncan plans to seek the State
House of Representafives District #51 2ol in

2003, The rural district encompasses five coun-
ties and runs from the Bed Biver o south Ofkla-
homa Cily,

Wy iz Criswell 2ecking the office™ "F am
rureing for my grandeiildren, " Criswell
sald, "1 wanr them fo have e oppertininy
for five fn Oklahoma arnd raive their fomilies
arentnd roy childeen, T believe Foan make o
i fferewce i e fepisfarure, © Criswell said,

Froud of his military service, Criswell was
drafied mto the Army in 196% and honorahly
discharnged as a Sargeant E-5 in 1971, Criswell
served az a Duncan city councilman for fen
vears, He and his wife Betty have been mar-
ried for 37 yvears. They have three daughiers
and four granddaughicrs. He is a Deacon
his church and has served on the Board of the
Crisis Infervention Center (Women's Haven).
In 1997, Gary was named “Voluiteer of the
Year” by Halliburion, " The award was for
Halliburton corporately,” Criswell said.

Gy Crissiell conducty an auetion

"It fmvedved over 80,000 employees, T owas
humbled to be chosen. 1 was guite an
fravprer, "

Criswell believes his experience in govemn-
ment and business qualifics him (o represent
HD #51 efectively, ™F will be gccessible fo
all cirizens amd will fvter fo thelr ideas and
comncerny. I would appreciale podr support
and vete," Cniswell concluded.

McKinney Considers Office b purior sur

Common Sense - Conservative Actions - Great Potential

Methamphetamine, also known as “meth”,
“apeed”, “crank™, or “iee™ iz a powerul and
highly addictive stimulani that afTecis the
central nervous gysiem. Meth is a synihetic
drug produced or sold as pills, capsules or
powwder that can be amoked, snorted, injected
o swallowed,

Wayne McKinney, retired law enforce-
menl and public servant, has seen hiz shane
of drug users, abusers, and manufacturers,
“It (meeth ) takes a tervific toll
oot human lives and commu-
nily tesources, and is respon-
gible for ower 40% of all
crime,” said Mcekinney.
“Seventy percent of all iden-
ity thefl crimes nationally
can be atiributed (o meth use.™

MeKinney knows akeout
many facets of law enforce-
ment.  He has been a siafe
trooper, a city police officer,
a counly deputy, and an in-
spector with the Federal Avia-
bon Administration, He has
crganized and supervised criminal investiga-
tions and pariicipated in Special Operations,
He has organized drug enforcement opera-
o= and search and rescue missions. And,
as a tederal FAA mspector, he oversaw ma-
Jor federal investigations and audils o en-
sure salety for the public.

McKinney is considering running for the
post of Stephens County Shenit. “IM've had
numercus people who know my background
in law enforcement ask me 1o file for the po-
gition” gaid McKinney, * We are carefully

weighing our oplions al thiz Gime and will
make a decizion i the near fulure, Mean-
while, I would love to hear from other county
restdents.” You con contact him ot 580-658-
3638,

MeKinney is alzo a successful buginess-
man and efficient manager. “My wife Julic
and | decided o “retire” and were looking
for a small buginess we could get into,” said
McKinney. “The opportunity to take a small,
disorganized Harley-
Davidson Motorcvele deal-
erahip presented iself, and
we were able to trans forrm i
inie one of the most success-
ful dealerships in the coun-
iry, earning national recog-
nition and awards [rom
Hadey-Davidson.”  Wayne
knows how o meet a pay-
roll, supervise emplovees,

and efliciently manage re-
8 sources.

Wavne and Julie live on
and operate a cattle ranch in
the Central High community. They mainiain
strong family ties with their two sons and
their wives along with five grandchildres,

Wayne McKinney believes in the power
of volunteerism and leadership to help
strengthen a community and its people.
Wayne serves on the Stephens County Fair
Board and as a volunieer firefighier, He
serves a8 an elder in his church in Duncan
amd 15 a member of the Masonic Lodge, Scol-
tish Rite, Shrine, Marlow Chamber of Com-
merce, the Lions Club, the Duncan Opitimist
Club and the Duncan CGiun Club.

Striving for Peace and Freedom

by Senaror Don Barrington

District 50 Representative Dennis Jolnson

It haz been a great privilege to serve all of vou as your Siate Representative this vear ai
the Stale Capitol, You elected me in Movember 2006 under a platform of conservative
vilues and experienced leadership, It was a great vear for the citizens of District 50, Let
me touch on a few reasons why.

1) OKLAIOMA STATE GOVERNMENT SPENT LESS MONEY THIS YEAR VS.LAST YEAR.

If we continue 10 collect excess revenue, [ will work 1o
return that money to you - the taxpayers, When you over-
pay your hill, you should get a refund. This year we had
iriore dollars (o spend than last vear, but WE SPENT LESS.
Fiscal conservatism won oul. This next years budget spends
less actual dollars than this past year. We paired cuts in spend-
ing with continued tax cus, Income tax cuts were acceler-
aied for working families and small businesses,

[ am pleased o report, concerming the FY-08 budget, re-
cent figures show an excess of 3227.4 million in general
revenue above the edimate, The plan iz working.

{2) THE QLD RULES WERE CHANGED

In a vear when we had a divided Senate, tradibional wis-
dom suggested nothing could be accomplished. Instead, we
saw a sharp divide beiween the agenis of change and reform, Some wanted 1o protect the
status quo, Our biggest obstacle; Governor Henry, could no longer rely on the Senate o
act a5 a buffer to real reforms. Henry was forced to show his tree eolors, and we certainky
saw them shine through. He was compelled to sign or veto issues he has never faced
before in public. He had o walk the walk and we saw his talk and walk didn't always
match up.

{3} THE EXPANDED CONSERVATIVE AGENDA

Instead of having to narrow it down as the session progressed, we laid down some
i portant markers for the next year, [ssues like performance pay for teachers and lawsuil
reform are important because they impact all of our lives. This years session was unique
because we achicved the vast majority of the agenda we had established in January by
sezsions end, We tackled zome difficult issues like illegal immigration, taxpayer funded
phortions, internet predators, the teachers retirement system and prison funding.

I hope you will agree the progress we made this year benefited our District. That progress
was made because of leadership that was not based on the same ideas of bygone years,
That leadership had our 2taie sliding sideways instead of growing, 1t waz a leadership of
new ideas built on conservative principles. 1t was a leadership that was willing (o make
tough choices and sound financial decisions. That leadership will pay big dividends in
the long term future for us, our children and grandchildren. Thank you for affording me
the honor of representing vou and let me know if 1 can ever do anything for vou,

W are o nation that stives o
peace and freedom through Demoe-
racy. | have found this statement o

my aowvn joumey over the past three
years as Senatar of Oklahoma Stale
Senate District 31, Oklahoma is rich
with history, and as we reflect during this Centennial vear, |
g honored o serve our cifieens that belong (o o greal state
in such a greal couniry,

This wvear | had the privilege of taking pan in an hisioric
opportunity for Oklahoma. Mot only 15 2007 our Centennial

bz more true than ever because ol

wear, bul it also marks the first time in Oklahoma history that
Demecrats and Republicans had an egual say in the State
Senate. Following the 2006 election outeomes, the Oklahoma
State Senate resulted inoa 24-24 sphit between the political
parties, This historie te in the Senaie also provided opporiu-
mity fior key legislation (o be passed,

This past session, Senators labored iogether to accomplish
the following: getting siaic government oud of the sbortion
business, strengthening Oklihoma’s illegal immigration laws,
passing signifcant tax reliel for Oklahoma Gamilies and sinall
buginesses, increasing funding for the Oklahoma Teacher Fe-
tirement System and providing further protections for our

children from the menace of 2exual predators and child abus-
LIS,

I am encowraged as I look where we have come as a Siate.
[ also see how much more we can grow. [ will keep doing my
best (0 meet the needs of this district, and with vour help we
can confinue o make Oklahoma strong.

am honored o have been elected by the citizens of south-
west Oklahoma and speak on yvour behalf, [ encourage you
o come visit vour Stale Capitol and if you have any ques-
tions, please contact my office at 405-321-3563 or at
baringionEdoksenate. gov.,



