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Kiowas Purchase Landmark Indian City

The Saturday May 17, Grand Opening of Indian City USA Cultural Center
was 4 historical event because it signified the Kiowa Tribe’s purchase of a
landmark tourist’s
destination, to
honor the
Shakopee
Mdewakanton
Sioux Community
of Minnesota and
it coincided with
the 50th Anniver-
sary ol the Kiowa
Black Leggings
Warrior Society
Ceremonial.

Close to 350 people attended the grand opening which included a delega-
tion from the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux, the Kiowa Business Commit-
tee, the Indian City USA Cultural Center Board, the Kiowa Black Leggings
Warrior Society, the Kiowa War Mothers-Chapter 18, the Kiowa Victory Club,
the Kiowa Black Leggings Auxiliary, the Kiowa Princess, Amie Tah-bone
and other tnbal and organizational princesses, representatives from the
Anadarko Chamber of Commerce and the former Indian City U.S. A Board
of Directors, Linda Poolaw, Carolyn McBride and George F, Moran, the son
of the founder of Indian City U.S.A.

The first phase of the
grand opening, officiated
by ICLIS A Board member,
Lyndreth “Tugger”
Palmer, took place in front
of the Indian City USA
Cultural Center. An invo-
cation was given by
Delons Harragarra, Fol-
lowing the invocation,
F Kiowa Chairman Billy
Evans Horse and
Shakopee Secretary/Trea-

Shakopee Secnm?m.mrer Keith Anderson assists as Keith Anders £
Kiowa Chairman Billy Evans Horse cuts ribbon opening SUWTST RERD ANUETsON of-
Indian City under Kiowa Tribe ownership. ficially opened up the 53-

year-old Oklahoma landmark with the cutting of the ribbon. Two plagues
were unveiled and dedicated in appreciation of all that occurred to secure
Indian City USA. One plague to the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux of Min-
nesata for their generous donation of one million dollars to help secure the
purchase of Indian City USA, and one plague to the KBC and the ICUSA
Board tor all of their hard work in negotiating and preparing Indian City
LUSA for public access. The two plaques will be permanently displayed he-
cause each one 15 secured on its own small boulder sitting within a few feet
of each other to the right side of the cultural center’s entrance. Located to the
cultural center's left side entrance is the Nagpole with the American, Kiowa

and Shakopee flags. The reason for the flying of the Kiowa flag is to indicate
the Kiowa Tribe's ownership of Indian City and the flying of the Shakopee
flag 15 in honor of the Shakopee's
that’s

generosity and o honor the friendship
been formed between the Kiowa and the Shakopee people.2

James Auchiah was the son of Mark
Auchiah who was the youngest son
of Santanta/Seit-thi-dey (White
Bear). Auchiah was known for his
elogquent words and as one of the
the Kiowa Five who achieved in-
ternational acclaim in the late
19205,
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Billy Evans Horse Hunured

The end of June marked the many years
Billy Evans Horse has served the Kiowa
Tribe as a Kiowa Business Commitiee men-
ber and the Kiowa Chairman for mose than
four-terms, Horse has set a record of being
glected by the Kiowa Indian Council as
Kiown Chatrman. Horse 15 a life-time resi-
dent of Camegie. He was actually bom in
fural Carnegie sevenly-seven years ago.

Although he was bom to Sarah Tanedooah
and Edgar [Doyebi} Horse who were both
full-blood Kiowas, he was raised as an or-
phan by his grandparents the lae Bessie
(Eoneah) and William “Cornbread™
Tanedooah, His grandparents gave him his
Kiowa name, “The One Who Sits in the
Middle”, and he took the English name
“Hunting Horse™, then “Billy Evans Horse",

For more than seventy vears, Horse con-
tinmeed G fulfill the prediction made by his
grandinther, Tanedosoah, decodes ago. As a
sell-trained businessman, consultant, and
cultural broker, he has been instrumental m
the lives of many people, including educa-
tors, scholars, and local and national lead-
ers. His dedication to the plight of American
Indian people has, pechaps more than any-
thing else, placed him at the center of some
of the most profound (and controversial)

Farmer Kiowa Chairrnan Bifly Evans Horve

rapid and adverse changesz m Indian Couns-
iry, and was asked 1o run for Kiowa iribal
chairman, he agreed and plunged head- first
inic tribal politics. He began his first two-
wear term as Kiowa Tribal Chairman in
1982, By 1986, after being elecied (o anoiher
conseculive two=year term in 1984, Horse's
Economic Leadership had increased tribal
azseis by several million dollars. Mew tribal-
owned businesses helped spur the economy
in southwestern Oklahoma (where unem-
ployment at the time ran near 30 percent},
and it s0 imnpressed the Govemor of Okla-
homa, George Migh, that he proclaimed June
28, 1986 as “Billy Evans Horse Day™.
O af the most kighly published law

transformations in Mative America. In the

carly 1980°s, he became discouraged by the  See “Billy Evans Horse”, page 2

Tofpi Elected
Chairman

Donald “TDonnie™ Tofpi was elected (o a
two-year term as the Chairman of the Kiowa
Tribe of Oklohoma. Tofpi won by 57 percent
of the voter turnowt, The Kiowa Election had
a record-breaking twm out of registerad vid-
ers ol the polls and by absentee ballot. The
Saturday, June 7, 2008, Kiowa Tribal Elec-
tion wis historic because of the number of
candidates running for office and the num-

Chairman Donald “Doonie™ Tofpi
ber of Kiowas who registered to vote, The highest voter tum out waz at the Anadarko pre-
cinet and a chose second was at the Camegie precinet.

Tokpi was swom into Office on Monday, June 3kh at the Kiowa Headguariers in Carnegie.
He took his Oath of Office in front of his family, friends. Kiowa Indian Council members
and Kiowa officials from the Business Comimittes, Hearing Board and Election Board. By
reciting the Cath of OfMice, Tofpi pledged (0 protect and promaote the besi interests of the
Kicwa Tribe and to support and defend the Constitwtion and Bylaws of the Kiowa Indian
Tribe of Oklahoma.

When approached for information on his goals and his personal mformation, Tofpr wath-
ol hesitation offered his information, thereby demonsirating his goals of practicing open
povermtiment for the Biowa people. He sand he believes i the Freedom of the Press, Tofpi is
sel 1o begin his term of office in serving and meeting the Kiowa people’s needs. He said he
locks forward to working with all elected and appointed Kiowa officials and Kiowa em-
plovees in order o better the lives of the Kiowa people.

“My goal is to work with the business committes (o seck new programs that will create
new johs, Establish Kiowa culture and language programs, Increase our burial fumds and
gztablish more funding for education programs. Work with HUD to resclve our housing
msues. Work to improve our relationship with our local city govermments, stale govern-
menis, other tnbal governments, and the federal government. My other goals inelude work-
ing for a more stable tnibal government, job stability and training for our emplovees, Ex-
pand and improve our economic development ventunes and constitution reform. Establish
satellite offices and Yeterans Affairs Office, Establish an open governmeni and fiscal ac-
countability,” said Tolpi.

Tofpi previously served as the Chairman of the Kiowa Constitution Revision Committes.
In the 2006 June Kiowa Tribal Election, an Lssue was passed by the Eiowa Indion Council.
The Issue required the Kiowa Business Commitles (0 appoinl a commities 1o revise the
Kiowa Constitution. In the latter part of 20046, the KBC appointed Tolpi along with other
Kiowa tnbal members to serve on the KCRC, The KCRC held public meetings and con-
ducted surveys with the Kiowa people so that they would have an input in revising the
Kiown Constitution. According to the KCEC, the findings ol the survey will be presented in

See “Chairman Tofpi” page 2



